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My Relationship with Jesus: The story of how I came to Christ

My name is Christopher Chen, and I have gone to Chinese Bible Church of Greater Lowell ever since I was born. Growing up in the church meant that I was exposed to the gospel at a very young age. As a child, I eagerly listened to the Old Testament stories told by my teachers during Sunday School, and I enjoyed the fellowship I shared with my friends. Among the church community, I felt a sense of belonging and acceptance as if I was truly welcomed there. Going to church felt like coming home. 

One year while I was still in elementary school, the children’s ministry held a special Friday night Christmas program. The guest speaker told the familiar story of the birth of Jesus, but then he described how the candy cane corresponds to the life of Jesus. After passing out candy canes to every child, he told us that the red on striped candy canes represents Christ’s blood and white symbolizes the purity of Jesus. I pondered the message presented to me and felt overwhelmed by the realization that Jesus was willing to shed his crimson blood and give his blameless life to offer salvation to me. Without Jesus there would be no way for a sinner like me to be reconciled with God. I felt like I would definitely like to know someone willing to make such a noble sacrifice for someone as undeserving as me. 

During the closing prayer the speaker asked for people who wished to accept Jesus as their saviors to raise a hand and repeat the words he was saying. He began to pray, “Heavenly Father, I admit that I am a sinner and I deserve your punishment. I repent for my sins. I believe that Jesus Christ shed his precious blood and died for my sins on the cross, and rose again on the third day. I accept Jesus Christ as my personal savior and ask him to come into my heart. I pray in Jesus' name, Amen.” As I repeated the speaker’s words, I distinctly remember feeling like a small child who is guilty of some wrongdoing and who knows that he can only find peace and solace by confessing his misdeeds to his father. In that moment, I was apologizing to my heavenly Father for every sin I had previously committed in my life as well as trusting that he would forgive me. I felt like a great weight had been lifted off my back, and I no longer was burdened by my transgressions. I had invited Jesus into my life and consequently I would never be the same.

Through retreats and mission projects, my relationship with Jesus has grown and matured. In Lyf retreat and Winter Teen Conference of years past, I had quiet time to sit back and reflect on Jesus’ teachings. The atmosphere of worship to God and a desire to know him better saturated those experiences and made me seek the face of Christ so I could deepen my understanding of the bible and what God has planned for my life. In Boston Project, I learned that Christ is able to work in my life for the benefit of his kingdom. Jesus helped me to identify with others and use compassion in witnessing to the people of Dorchester. Before Jesus was taken up to heaven, he charged his followers with the great commission in which he said “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you”. I felt humbled that I was included in his plan to spread the gospel to people who had not accepted Jesus into their lives. The work I did in Boston Project showed me that the commission is not yet fulfilled and God’s word still needs to be preached to various areas around the world. I wish for God to take my life and use it as an example of how to live for him.
Currently, my relationship with Jesus holds various meanings for me. My relationship with Jesus means that I know I am never alone, even during times of tribulation and suffering. His sacrifice means I am not longer bound by guilt or shame because God has set the captive heart free. I desire to be publicly baptized as a sign and seal of my belief in Jesus as my savior and as a symbol of the covenant God makes with man where he promises that he shall be their God and they shall be his people.
